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London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) – 19 June 2013 

Transcript: Agenda item 4 – Mayor’s Report 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  The Mayor [of London, Boris Johnson] will provide an oral update 

of up to five minutes on matters occurring since the publication of his report and once the 

Mayor has provided the update - and I note two groups have submitted requests of matters 

that they would like the Mayor to raise - we will then take supplementary questions on the 

update before we move on to the other questions on the Priority Order Paper. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I would like of course first to echo your congratulations 

to all those associated with the Greater London Authority (GLA) who received Honours [in the 

Queen’s Birthday Honours list].   

 

In the last month we have set out a 2020 Vision for the city, which is an attempt to respond to 

the very great challenges that London faces, particularly the demographic challenge, the 

housing need that that imposes upon us, the infrastructure demands that we will have to 

satisfy, everything we will need to do to continue to lengthen London’s lead as the greatest city 

on earth.  We will not be bringing forward infrastructure plans to supplement that vision and, of 

course as the Assembly readily understands the difference between a plan and a vision, and I 

look forward to the conversation we are going to have; I know that we are going to have a 

special Plenary meeting [24 July 2013] on that document later on. 

 

We have launched a pilot for small food businesses to get them going in London so that start-

ups can enjoy the benefit of the £17 billion London food economy, and I congratulate 

Rosie Boycott [Chair, London Food Board] on her work in that area.   

 

We have signed a very big new deal for London at Silvertown Quay, or rather we have 

confirmed the £1.5 billion deal to transform Silvertown Quay in London’s Royal Docks into a 

new innovation quarter destination for global brands to see how that goes.   

 

We are redeveloping the police training centre, the Peel Centre, there are going to be 1,650 

new homes, cycle routes, retail units, primary school and a nursery as well as a substantial 

amount of green open space.   

 

We have launched the RE:FIT Schools energy efficiency programme, which is designed to help 

schools save about £32 million by making their premises more energy efficient and reducing 

their output of CO2 and simultaneously creating about 175 jobs and many more apprenticeship 

opportunities. 

 

The Labour Group has asked for an update on the study that Gerard Lyons [Chief Economic 

Advisor, GLA] is doing into European Union (EU) membership and specifically what the role of 

the Assembly will be.  I think it is a very good idea for this place to be as well informed as it 

possibly can be about the specific implications for London of EU membership.  As you will 

know, I am in favour of remaining within the single market, I think it is the right thing and I 



think we need to be part of a great international trading arrangement, but not necessarily at 

any price, and I want to see a proper calibration of the pros and cons, I think it is a reasonable 

thing to do, and the Assembly will be of course consulted.  The Assembly has every opportunity 

to contribute to the report, in particularly the Economy Committee, and I know that Gerard has 

already written to the Secretariat to begin a discussion. 

 

Finally, the Green Group has asked about making London a zero-hunger city.  Why was it not in 

the 2020 Vision, is basically I think what you want to know.  For one reason or other, that 

particular phrase did not get into the Vision, it does not mean that we do not support the 

objective, Jenny, and it is of course part of what we are trying to do through many of our 

programmes, not least Magic Breakfast, educating people about the importance of good 

nutrition.  That concludes my report. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  I will take questions first on the 2020 Vision and the 

Infrastructure Plan for London and then we will move on to the other items. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  On the zero-hunger city, how are you going to make good this oversight, 

leaving it out of the document? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Clearly, I think the Assembly would agree it would be 

otiose of us to print another edition with the phrase “zero-hunger city” included; we will not be 

doing that.  What we will be doing is making sure that we take forward the issues that Rosie 

[Boycott] and others have championed to tackle food poverty in London and that is across a 

big spectrum of initiatives, as I am sure you understand. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Could you at least write,  say to the Government and to any other 

particular bodies that you think it worthwhile? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Yes, I think that probably is quite a good way forward.  I 

will tell you what, what I will do is I will take it up with Rosie [Boycott] and we will come back to 

you with a full explanation of how we are going to take forward the ambition of the zero-

hunger city.  But I do think some of the things that we are already doing are effective and 

creditable to those who are doing them. 

 

Jenny Jones (AM):  Thank you. 

 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  OK, we will note that commitment and you can let Members know.  

 

Len Duvall (AM):  I am glad that you take the issue seriously, have you read the Assembly 

report prepared by Fiona Twycross on the food poverty in London1?  One of the issues it has 

highlighted was, in 2009/10, 400 people were accessing food banks; in April 2013, 

42,000 people were accessing foodbanks, and these figures come from the Trussell Trust food 

bank providers.  Have you read the report? 

 

                                                 
1 London Assembly’s Health and Environment Committee, A Zero Hunger City: Tackling food poverty in London, 
2013 



Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am aware of the broad conclusions of the report, Len, 

and, as you will understand, we are taking it very seriously.  We do accept that there has been 

an increase certainly in the use of foodbanks and as a city we need to tackle poverty more 

broadly, but particularly the rising numbers of Londoners, particularly young Londoners, who 

are not getting a good enough breakfast and often this is a question, not just of resources, 

although that can be one, but of habit and education and priorities.  It is very, very important 

that people understand the vital need to have a good breakfast before going to school. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  But, Mr Mayor, the words that you say are taken on face value but, look, I 

have lost count of the number of advisors that you employ that advise you. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Considerably fewer than the previous Mayor, I can point 

out. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Considerably fewer but they cost over a million quid to the London -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, they do not, they cost about £13 million less. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  -- council tax payers.  The question is, over a million quid’s worth of 

advisers, or London taxpayers’ money, and not one of them can flag up this serious issue to you 

to include in the 2020 Vision for London, and actually, look, you speak up hundreds of times 

for those very rich in London -- 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did not see you at our Magic Breakfast event, Len. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  You speak up for the very rich in London society, you speak up for them, 

you do not necessarily speak up for the very poorest. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Well I do. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Mayor, you need to step up and take the issue seriously, and you say you 

do, but the words do not match the deeds.  So, can you then respond back to some of the 

issues that Jenny Jones [AM] has usefully raised in terms of this debate and actually take this 

issue a bit more seriously, give more help and support to Rosie Boycott in her work if need be 

and actually send a very strong signal that this issue is important.  You raised the issue of 

hunger in children, which is a slightly different issue in terms of accessing food banks, and of 

course you could then use your considerable influence in bringing free schools back on to the 

nutritional debate, which the Government says they cannot be involved in, to make sure that 

children get proper healthy meals and are subject to those regulations.  Will you use your 

influence to do that? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I certainly think that we should be doing, on the 

particular issue of free school meals, and what is happening with nutrition in schools, I am on 

record as saying that I think that we should be going back to a system of compulsory lunches 

and a return to the system I used to know when I was a kid in London where you did not have 

packed lunches, you had a good nutritious meal provided by the school.  There are some 



boroughs that are going back to that system and I thoroughly approve of it.  By the way that is 

one of the ways we can tackle obesity in this city because it is not just a question of shortage of 

food, it is a question of the wrong sort of food.  If you look at the food crisis in London, it 

expresses itself in many different ways.  Many people in our city are not only eating too little, I 

am afraid they are eating too much food, or certainly the wrong sort of food as well.  Speaking 

personally, we could all lose some weight, and you can count on me to do that. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  OK, so if this Europe issue was so important and close to your heart, why 

did you exclude if from the Mayoral update that you presented to the Assembly? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I did not; I just gave you an update. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  No, you gave an update because I requested an update using the 

procedures that we have.  It was excluded from your Mayoral report that updates the Assembly 

on your activities; this was so important, obviously, that your close advisors chose to brief The 

Sunday Times more than they chose to brief the Assembly, you know, so why was it excluded 

then?  

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Len, here we are, the clock is ticking now, if you want 

to ask me about Europe and you want to scrutinise me on that matter, now is the moment.  If 

you ask some procedural question about why it was not in such and such a submission, I think it 

would be totally irrelevant. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  No, Mr Mayor, I have got further questions to ask of you about Europe; I 

want to know why you think it is not important to brief this Assembly on the activities of one of 

your advisors on one of the crucial issues facing this capital, one of the crucial issues that you 

have identified on countless times in terms of your views on Europe, but you cannot be 

bothered to inform the Assembly properly and appropriately? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I am very sorry if you do not feel that the information 

was communicated to you through the proper channels.  It did not strike that the fact that I 

commissioned this report was something that necessarily needed to be put into a proper 

communication to the Assembly; there is no secret about it, you know about it, I am delighted 

that you know about it and you have now got an opportunity to ask me about it, and I suggest 

you do that rather than wasting your time on pointless procedural questions. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  OK, Mr Mayor, you are desperate for a question, let me ask a question.  

You told us you narrowly stayed in favour of staying in Europe presumably because the benefits 

that brings to Londoners and to London business.  Which parts of the Social Chapter then that 

you do not agree with; let me list them and you can say yes or no to them:  Paid maternity 

rights and maternity leave; unpaid family leave; four weeks’ paid holiday; equal rights for part-

time workers; and various restrictions on the length of the working week was introduced.  

Which ones would you agree with and which ones you do not agree with? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I think, for instance, what they used to call the directive 

européenne aménagement du temps de travail, which is otherwise known as the Working Time 



Directive, I think that that has had a pernicious effect; I think most people would agree it 

introduced unnecessary rigidities into the labour market.  I am not in support of that.  I think 

there are various other aspects of the Social Chapter that I think was right.  I think these are 

things that can be settled at a national level.  We have a system of Government in this country, 

a system of democracy that allows us to deal with these things and I see no reason why they 

should be imposed at a qualified majority vote from Brussels. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  So just for clarification then, Mr Mayor, on the various time directives you 

would like to see gone, on paid maternity and paternity leave and unpaid family leave, four 

weeks of paid holiday, equal rights for part-timers, which some members of your party do not 

agree with at national level, you would just see the vote here done nationally, but you 

personally would support it or do not support it? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  Look, on the detail of the individual -- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  You support them, do not support them? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  I may have a different view depending on the exact text 

-- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  So you do not support them? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- but what I think is important is that these should be 

settled at a national level and there is no reason on earth why decisions like that -- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  So you do not support them, Mr Mayor? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- should be taken at a European level and so, if you 

want a one-word answer, Len, no, I do not support it. 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  No, ah, right, we got there, Mr Mayor.  Takes time.  So you do not agree 

with them and you do not support them? 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  No, listen carefully.  I do not agree with the principle of 

these terms and conditions being set at a European level when it strikes me that we have a 

Parliament in this country, we are well capable of deciding these things ourselves, and in some 

cases, such as the Working Time Directive to which I have just alluded, I think these directives 

can introduce unnecessary rigidities and I am not in favour of that -- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  Mr Mayor, be honest, you do not support it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- I think that they add to non-wage costs and they -- 

 

Len Duvall (AM):  You do not support it. 

 

Boris Johnson (Mayor of London):  -- add to unemployment. 



 

Darren Johnson (Chair):  Thank you.  That concludes the questions on the oral update. 

 


